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An anſwer to a certain 
godly mañes lettres / deſiring ö 
is frendes iudgement / whether 
it be laufull for a chriſtian 


man to be preſent at the popish 
Maſſe / and other ſuperſeß 


§dcious churche * 
ſernice. 


Wherfore halte ye on bothe ſydes? Jfthe Lor⸗ 
de be God / folowe hym / and if Baal 
be / than folowe hym. . 6 


Almighty God lighten our har» © 
tes with the knowlage of his wors - 
de / and . grace to evpreſ⸗ 
1 e our dueties in our 
dedes 


Dough J well knowe not what 
| ye be that wrote vnto me / yet it 
ſemeth / that the reuerẽt feare of God 
reſteth in your harte / ãd that ye haue 
a good opiniõ of me. And foraſmuch 
as ye ſo earneſtly require mi iudgemẽt 
whether ye maye laufully ĩ outwarde 
dedes and words reſemble the papiſts 
in com̃itting Idolatrie at the preſcce 
ofthe Maſſe and other ſuperſticious 
churche ſeruice / ſo that ye reteyne the 
true profeſſion of Chriſt inwardly in 
your harte:albeit this mater hathe bẽ 
ãd is already ſufficiẽtly ãſwered and 
plainly determined oflate by D. Petre 
martyr in the Fran of Cohabitacio/ 
ad in an other worke( as Jbcareſaie) 
of O. Ponet late Bishop of wyncheſtre / wherĩ 
her 8 oueth Hill and Petreſ one with 04 

1 Sher fac like diſſẽblers ad haltig here 

tiks of thes later dais / prouĩg that no | Þ 
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chꝛiſtẽ mã maie or can at all one tyme 
ſerue God truly with the harte / ãd the 
deuil wich tõgue and body / ſeing ther 
is no drawing of cuttes nor parting 
ofſtakes betwene Chriſte and Belial: 
yet will J (at your earneſt requeſt) 
opẽ vnto you alſo my faithe and min⸗ 
de therin. For nature willeth / that a 
man should gently shewe hym the ri⸗ 
ght waye that is out of it: and God⸗ 
des worde commanndeth euery man 
to loue his neighbour / and (as muche 
as in him lieth) to procure and fur⸗ 
ther his wealthe ãd ſaluacion. And in 
dede( for myne owne parte) J am not 
as hamed of the Goſpel of Chꝛiſt / 
which J profeſſe. For(as S. Paule ſa 
yeth)it is the power of God vnto ſal⸗ 
uaciòõ to euery one that beleueth. And 
to thintent ye shall perceaue my iud⸗ 
gemẽt herein not to be rashe / I bring 
with me(for a champion) the moſt ex 
cellẽt doctour S. Auſtẽ / who ifhe ma 
de as muche againſt vs / as he dothe 
for vs / should be rolled vp / that all 
pulpittes / ſcholes / barbours shoppes 

tauernes ãd warehouſes should ryng 
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ofhim. Such is the pꝛactice ofthe De 
uil ãd his worldlings / to diſſemble ãd 
hyde all thinges that make againſt 
thẽ / ãd falsly to allege ad racke pieces 
of ſcripture and good mẽnes myndes / 
to ſeme as though they hade ſom she⸗ 
we oftruthe for the, This erroneous 
opiniõ ãd very hereſie of diſſimulaciõ 
is not newe / nor yeſter daie ſprõgẽ out 
ofthe Hill and ſtone: but the papiſtes 
haue oflõg tyme ẽbraced it / ãd in kig 
Edwardes daies practiced it / hauing 
chis general rule / which J wolde not 
that ye or any honeſt mã should folo⸗ 
we. Jura periura / ſecretũ pãdere noli. 
That is in Englishe thus. 


So thou doeſt not thy ſecretes vtter, 
Sweare, and forſweare, it maketh no mater. 


But this is an olde hereſie (newe ſcou 
red) at leaſt of a thouſaunt yeare olde 
brought in / in. S. Auſtens tyme by a 
certayn ſorte of heretikes called Priſ⸗ 
cillianiſtes / who taught that it was 
no ſiñe to ly with the lippes to on that 
was not of their owne religiõ / ſo they 
kept the truthe in their harte / alled⸗ 
+ It geing 
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geing this ſayẽg of Dauid inthepſal. 
loꝛde who shal dwel in thi tabernacle 
ꝛc. He that ſpeaketh truth in his har⸗ 
te: as though it were ynough ũ to ſal 
uacio to ſpeake the truthe in the hart / 
though he lied neuer ſo ofte with the 
lippes before him that were not / or at 
leaſt he tote not for his neighbour / ãd 
: cherfore thĩke theſe heretiks: wha S. 
T1 : 3 ſaied / Laicg aparte lyẽg / ſpea⸗ 

N * 


the truthe / he added theſe wordes: 


aeuery one with his neighbour / to this 


purpoſe / that it might he laufull to 
ſpeake a lye to any other that is not 
our neighbour / that is / which dothe 
not profeſſe that religiõ that we doo. 

S. Auſtẽ briefly anſwereth to theſe 
and all ſuche like obiectiones what ſo 
euer maye be made. Jfchis opiuis ad 
doctrine (ſaieth S. Auſtẽ ) were foũde 
catholite and to be allowed / it diſgra 
ceth and dis honoureth all the marty 
res / and wipeth awaie all perſecucion 
and martirdome. For by their opinißõ 
the martirs hade done more godly 


and more wiſely / if they had not cons 


fore the tyrannes and perſecutours / 
neither hade they made them to be 
murtherours / but with lieng and de⸗ 
nyeng the truthe / they should haue 
ſaued their owne bodies / and not ha⸗ 
ue ſuffred them to haue ee, tbe 
miſchief thei bad cõceaued in their mr 
ds. For the tyrãnes and perſecutours 
were not the martyrs neighbours by 
profeſſion of Chriſtes faithe / ſo that 
they were not bounden to ſpeate to 
them the truthe with their lippes / 
which they ſpake with the hart: but 
they were the vttre enemies of God 
ad the truth. Ifthis wer tolerable ãd 
good doctꝛine ( ſaieth S. Auſtẽ) what 
neded Petre to lament his ſine ſo bits 
terly after he hade denied Chꝛiſt with 
his mouthe? Thinke ye he did before 
denie him with his harte? No / no (ſa 
vyeth S. Auſtẽ) he denyed not his mat 
ſter Chriſt with his hart but he lamẽ 
ted for the punis hemẽt that was tos 
warde him / that he had not profeſſed 
with his mouthe to ſaluaciõ / that he 
beleued with the hart to iuſtiſicaciõ. 
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therfore the wordes of the prophet 


Dauid are not ſo to be tatẽ / that a mã 
maie laufully lye with the mouthe / ke 
ping the truthe in his harte. But it is 
therfore ſpokẽ / bicauſe it maie be / that 
a man maye ſpeake that truthe with 
the mouthe / which cã doo hĩ no good / 
onles it procede frõ the botome of the 
harte: that is / if he beleue not that he 
ſpeaketh: as the auncient heretiks the 
Priſcillianiſts ad papiſts did ( for they 
ſpake the truthe with the mouthe / as 
others did / but thei beleued it not / nor 


profeſſed it in harte) and as our hilli⸗ 


ſtes / petreſoñiſtes ãd other newe here⸗ 
tikes do at this preſent diſſemble / liẽg 


with lippes / ãd profeſſing outwardly 


thatvhich ĩ their hartes thei knowe to 
be falſe and cleane cõtrary to goddes 
worde / bicauſe they wolde preſerue 
their ſubſtãce. And therfore neither 
ofthem maye be accompted of the nõ 
bre ofthoſe that the prophet ſayeth / 
ſpeake the truthe in their harte. A 


true chriſten man as he profeſſeth the 
truthe in his harte / bicauſe he ſo bele 
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nuke it to declare it. Agaĩſt this truthe 
ther maye be no deceipt in mouth nor 
hart / but he muſt beleuewith the hart 
to iuſtificaciõ / ad make cõfeſſiõ with 
the mouthe to ſaluaciõ. For the ſame 
ſal. after theſe words / He that ſpea 
eth the truthe with his harte / imme 
diatly it foloweth. He that hathe not 
done deceat ĩ or with his tõgue. Theſe 
words the heretikes ( bicauſe thei mat 
agaiſt thẽ ) vtterly leaue out. And the 
other wordes of tha poſtle / layeng a⸗ 
parte liẽg / ſpeake the truthe euery mã 
with his neighbour / they expoũde as 
the Jewes doo their lawe / wher bicau 
ſe they be commaunded only to deale 
plainly / ãd vſe mercy with their breth 
ren and neighbours / they not only 
thĩke they maie / but alſo doo yſe with 
the chriſtianes al ſubtiltie / deceat / gi⸗ 
le / and crueltie. But thoſe wordes are 
not ſo to be tatẽ / as though ther were 
non other our neighbours / but ſuche 
as be preſently mẽbres of the body of 
Chriſt / and profeſſe one religion and 
faith with vs: but that we shoulde ta 
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| Fe enery man to be our neighbour / 
whom we wolde haue hereafter to be 
our neighbour / albeit he be not pre⸗ 
ſently our neighbour: as Chriſt did 
declare the Samaritane to be neigh⸗ 
bour tothe ſtraunger with whom he 
vſed mercy / and the ſtraunger to the 
Samaritane. 
And therfore he ought to be tas 
ken for our neigbour and no ſtraun⸗ 
ger / whom we deſire (as we ought to 
deſire all men) to profeſſe Chriſt as 
we do. And if bicauſe he is not yet of 
our faithe / ſore miſteries ought to 
be kept from ſuch a ſtraunger / yet 
we ought not therfore to ſpeake vn⸗ 
to him that which is falſe. For ther we 
re in thapoſtles tyme / that preached 
Chriſt and the truthe not truly: that 
is / not with a true minde and ſincere 
conſcience / but of enuie / cõtẽcion / and 
with a corrupt mide: ãd yet they wer 
ſuffred ad allowed / but non cõmẽded 
for ſpeakĩg of an vntruthe with a ſafe 
conſcience. And thapoſtle ſaietb: Let 
Chriſt be preached / whether it be by 
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Hebrewes / and therfore God bleſs 


occaſio/or by truthe:buthe ſaied not 


let Chriſt be firſt denied / that after he 


maye be preached. We maie not doo 
euil / that good maie folowe: for if we 
doo / our damnacion is iuſte and cer⸗ 
tain. But let vs turne the wordes / bi⸗ 


pent and doo good / that we maye co⸗ 
me to ſaluacion. Theſe heretikes als 
lege for them examples out of ſcrip⸗ 
ture. 


As of the mydwyues of the E⸗ 
gipcianes / who made alye to Pha⸗ 
rao to ſaue the male children of the 


ſed them. Of Rahab / that made a 


ie / to ſaue the two Iſraelites. f 
Jehu / who fayned him ſelfe the Ser = 


uaunt of Baal / bicauſe he wolde 
deſtroie the prieſtes of Baal. And 
of Naaman / that ſayed to Eliſeus 
the Prophet. But herein the lorde 
be mercifull to thy ſeruaunt. 

For whan my maiſter goeth in to 
the houſe of Remmon to worſhip 


ther / helaynerh on my hande / and 


cauſe we haue folowed euil / let vs re⸗ 
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J muſt bowe whã he boweth. And ſo 
many others. But theſe heretikes are 
like Spyders / that ſucke poyſõ out of 
ſwete flowres / not like bees / that ſucke 
out the ſwete and profitable honye. 
For the midwiues and Rahab were 
not rewarded of God for their lieng / 
but for the mercie they vſed towarde 
the people of God. As for Jehu / he is 
ri not in all ſcripture comeded:no/ ſcrip 
ture ſaieth ofbim that his harte was 
not right before the QLorde. And the 
ſcriptůre ſaieth not / that Naamã ha 
de a diſpenſaciõ ofthe prophet. For if 
the prophet wolde haue conſented to 
his requeſt / he hade had n5 autoritie 
to diſpenſe with Goddes worde. The 
dedes of aticient fathers ãd others in 
ſcripture are not writtẽ / to thjntẽt we 
s houlde folowe thẽ in euery thĩg / but 
many euil thĩges be declared ofthem / 
to let vs knowe / that were they neuer 
ſo holy / yet they were men / and might 
ãd did fall: that knowĩg their ad our 
weakeneſſe / we should not truſt ĩ our 
oOvpne ſelues / or ĩ our owne works / but 
"RY -* 7 #408 colitciiindg. 
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confeſſing our ſelues to be ſinners / we 
should call to God for mercie. To be 
ſhort / S. Auſtẽ concludeth / that for 
no cauſe men maie lye or diſſemble:ãd 
ſpecially ĩ maters of religiõ they may 
in no wiſe doo it. And that that is 
thus ſpoken againſt liers and diſſem⸗ 
blers / maketh aſmuche agaiſt Idola⸗ 
trie and wicked doers. For in bothe of 
thẽ the hart and the outwarde ſenſes 
doo not agree. And this is a general 
ſentence in ſcripture without exce⸗ 
ption: Thou hateſt( O God all thoſe 
that worke iniquitie / ãd shalt deſtro⸗ 
ie al thoſe that ſpeake lies. And Chriſt 
alſo ſaieth: He that confeſſeth me be⸗ 
fore mẽ / J will confeſſe him before my 
father which is in heauẽ: and he that 
denieth me before mẽ / J wil denie him 
before my father in heauẽ. And agar. 
Wo be to hĩ by who slaũdre cometh. 
And again. who ſo euer offendeth one 
oftheſe litle ones which beleue in me / 
it were better for him / that a milſtone 
were hanged about his necke / ãd that 


he were drowned in the depthe of the 


ſea. 
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Thus ye haue the indgement of 
Saint Auſten inyour queſtion that 
ye moued: with whom J agree and 
conſent / bicauſe J am ſure / that this 
doctrine dothe agree in euery par⸗ 
te with the worde of God. 


And therfore onles ye thinke your 
rel ſure / that ye are hable to a 
yde what ſo euer croſſe shalbe layed 
vpon you for Chriſtes ſake / tempte 
not God in lyngryng in that lande 
| ofthe lordes wrathe / but in tyme 
come out of Egipte / leaſt with your 
ouerlong lyngryng and tempting 
of God / he pull awaye his grace from 
you / as a vſſel not mete to kepe it | 
and ſo leaue you to your ſelf to your 
final deſtrucion and eternal vndo⸗ 
yng. 

Be not carefull for to morowe / 
make not your good your God / as 
they ſaye:let your worldly ſubſtaun⸗ 
ce be your ſeruaunt and not your 
maiſter / and put your hole truſt 
in God. 

LY, 


I Jhane not ſene the inſte forſas 
ken (ſaieth the Prophet) nor his ſe⸗ 
de lacke ſu ſtenaunce. 
Doo ye not ſee the foules of the 
ayer(ſaieth Chriſt) who albeit they 
ſowe not / nor reape / neither carie in 
to Barnes / yet lacke they not: for 
your heauenly father fedeth them: 
how muche more shall he prouyde 
for you / O ye oflitle faithe? Remem⸗/ 
bre alſo that comfortable ſayeng of 
Chriſt: Who ſo euer shall forſake 
bouſes or brethren or ſiſters / or fas 
ther or mother / or wife or children / 
or landes for my names ſake / the ſa⸗ 
me shall receaue an hundred folde in 
this life / and after this life / life euer 
laſting. God is no lyer / ne yet diſſem⸗ 
bler. Of his mercie we haue the pro⸗ 
myſe:of his veritie / the hope ofenhe⸗ 
ritaunce:of bis iuſtice / the aſſuraun⸗ 
ce: and of his power / the full perfor⸗ 
maũce. We haue a playne experiẽced 
aple of the holy mã Job/to whom 
albeit God ſuffred Satã to plage hĩ / 
yet did hemake a ful reſtitucion and 
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recompẽce for all. And therfore leaue 


thoſe fleſhe pottes / come out of Egip⸗ 


te / and ſerue God bothe with tongue 
and harte / wich ſaiẽg ãd doing / with 


the outwarde ma and in warde man / 
that your ſpirite and your ſoule and 


your body maie be in euery parte pers 
fitly ſounde (as thapoſtle ſayeth ) and 


that ye maie with ioie loke for thap⸗ 


pearing ofthe great God and our ſa⸗ 


ueour Jeſus Chriſt. For he hauĩg ma 


de the hole man / body and ſoule / to ſer 


ue him / wil not be contẽt to be ſerued 
with the one parte / ãd the Deuil with 
the other. Thou shalt worſhip the lor 


de thy God / and ſerue him alone / ſai⸗ 
eth Chriſt. He will haue all or none. 
Therfore ſeing all cõmoditie muſt be 
hade at his hãdes bothe for body and 


as his owne / and deſpere not ofhis 
prouidence / which is the almighty 
eternal God / bleſſed for e uermo⸗ 


ſoule / let him haue all the vſe of bothe 
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